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The first in-person summit of the Quad powers — Australia, Japan, India and the United States — has 

clearly advanced the work begun by the virtual summit in March. The September 24 meeting, hosted by U.S. 

President Joseph Biden, drew global attention both for its symbolism and substance. The photograph showing the 

four leaders sitting behind separate desks imaginatively placed in a circular format in the elegant East Room of the 

White House, conveyed a signal of mutual warmth, purpose and resolve. It is necessary to critically analyse the 

summit’s outcome in order to appreciate the development and formalisation of a new plurilateral and its direction 

in the coming years. 

 

Self-perceptions 

The opening remarks by the Quad leaders were remarkably succinct. Mr. Biden portrayed the Quad as a 

group of democratic partners “who share a worldview and have a common vision for the future”. Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi was confident that the Quad would “play the role of a force for global good”. 
Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison blended a preview of upcoming agreements with a dose of 

sharp Aussie candour by laying stress on the point that the grouping wanted the Indo-Pacific region to “be always 

free from coercion”. It was a thinly-veiled criticism of China’s policy. Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga was 

the only participant who addressed the U.S. President as “Joe”. He projected the Quad as “an extremely significant 

initiative”, designed to promote “a free and open international order based on the rule of law in the Indo-Pacific”. 
Another dig at Beijing. 

 

Practical cooperation 

The joint statement issued following the summit, began with the compromise formulation crafted last 

March, to emphasise the leaders’ commitment to “a free and open Indo-Pacific, which is also inclusive and 

resilient”. Promoting security and prosperity in this region is the raison d’être of the Quad, a goal to be achieved 

through practical cooperation among the four powers. 

The Washington summit added new areas of collaboration: infrastructure; cybersecurity and space; 

education and people-to-people relations. On the first, the plan is to promote “sustainable infrastructure”, with a 

stress on aligning the Quad with the G7’s Build Back Better World (B3W) Partnership, based on the G20’s quality 

infrastructure investment principles. Here, the Quad can focus on four key B3W elements: digital connectivity, 

climate, health security and gender equality infrastructure. There was no mention of any specific projects or 

countries where they are envisaged. However, the formation of an infrastructure coordination group composed of 

senior officials was announced. It will map and coordinate infrastructure needs and catalyse private-sector 

investment. 

On cybersecurity, the Quad will cooperate on combating cyber threats and securing critical infrastructure. 

On the space front, the plan is to identify new collaboration opportunities, especially sharing of data to monitor 

climate change, disaster response and preparedness, and sustainable uses of ocean and marine resources. A senior 

cyber group and a new working group on space will be established. On education, the Quad fellowship programme 

will award 100 graduates — 25 scholars from each Quad country — opportunities in leading STEM (Science, 

technology, engineering, and mathematics) programmes in the U.S. This is not a government programme but a 

philanthropic initiative. 

The three working groups on vaccines, climate and emerging technologies established last March, have 

reported progress. On vaccines, the Quad stands committed to donate over 1.2 billion doses globally, although 

only 79 million doses have been delivered so far. The production of vaccines in India — with the target of “at least 

1 billion doses” of COVID-19 vaccines by the end of 2022 — is on track. Vaccines are slated for free distribution in 

the Indo-Pacific region, beginning next February. Ample funding has been assured by Japan and Australia. Besides, 

new measures are contemplated to conduct research and step-up preparedness to handle future pandemics.  

The Quad working group on climate change has focused on three thematic areas: climate ambition, clean-

energy innovation, and climate adaptation and resilience. The Quad leaders emphasised enhanced action for 

achieving global net-zero emissions preferably by 2050, with an important caveat — “taking into account national 

circumstances” — added at India’s instance. A Quad shipping task force has now been launched to build a green-

shipping network and green port infrastructure. As regards critical and emerging technologies, a slew of steps is 

under consideration relating to 5G and beyond 5G networks; supply chains of critical minerals including 

semiconductors; and emerging advances in biotechnology. To be successful, building the supply chains will need 
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expert resources and coordination from each country. A contact group on Advanced Communications and Artificial 

Intelligence will focus on standards-development and foundational research. 

 

Political facets 

Cooperation among the Quad members in the six areas mentioned will help the grouping to address the 

economic and technological challenges posed by China. 

But what of the pressing strategic, defence and maritime security aspects of the challenge? Those will stay 

outside the formal framework of the Quad for now. Maritime security will continue to be strengthened through 

bilateral 2+2 Ministerial tracks; the four-powers Malabar Exercise; and other bilateral or trilateral arrangements 

such as AUKUS (the new trilateral security pact between Australia, the United Kingdom and the U.S.). Defence 

cooperation will not be lowered in priority; it will just be handled differently. The Quad wants a positive 

orientation, rather than be seen as an ‘Asian NATO’. 
Regionally, the Quad sees the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) as “the heart of the Indo-

Pacific region”. Together with the small island States in the South Pacific, ASEAN countries will stand to benefit 

from growing cooperation within the Quad. So will the European Union (EU), whose new EU Strategy for 

Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific was welcomed by the four leaders. On Afghanistan, the decision to “closely 

coordinate” policies and next steps will be watched as the U.S. comes under strong pressure to show flexibility 

towards the interim Taliban government. 

The institutionalisation of the Quad has begun to gather speed. For India, this grouping is critical. It is the first 

major plurilateral organisation in years where India is on the ground floor, an equal partner of the new P4. It has 

much to contribute and leverage, beyond its market. This is an opportunity for India to work with the advanced 

economies to “build habits of cooperation”, while confronting the 21st century challenges in its Indo-Pacific 

neighbourhood 

 

 in-person (adjective) – relating to an event where 

people physically present together. 

 summit (noun) – meeting, conference, conclave. 

 advance (verb) – move forward, proceed, move 

along, make progress, make headway. 

 virtual (adjective) – performing a task with the use 

of the computer, especially over a network. 

 virtual summit (noun) – online 

meeting/conference. 

 draw attention (phrase) – to make someone 

notice something; emphasize, highlight, 

underscore; focus on. 

 symbolism (noun) – representation of 

ideas/qualities; symbolic representation. 

 substance (noun) – significant subject, important 

matter/content, valid message. 

 warmth (noun) – friendliness, affability, amiability, 

cordiality, kindness, understanding. 

 resolve (noun) – determination, willpower, 

firmness, resolution, courage. 

 in order to (phrase) – with the purpose/aim of. 

 plurilateral (adjective) – (of an agreement) 

involving many different countries.  

 self-perception (noun) – consciousness of oneself; 

awareness of oneself. 

 remarkably (adverb) – strikingly, exceptionally, 

incredibly. 

 succinct (adjective) – short, brief, to the point. 

 portray (verb) – represent, depict, characterize, 

describe. 

 play a part/role (phrase) – contribute to, be 

instrumental in, be a factor in. 

 global good (noun) – a public good available on a 

more-or-less worldwide basis; the 

advantage/benefit of the world community in 

general. 

 blend (verb) – combine together; put together. 

 candour (noun) – frankness, openness, honesty, 

candidness, truthfulness, sincerity, forthrightness. 

 lay/put stress on (phrase) – to give importance to; 

to give attention to. 

 coercion (noun) – it means compelling an 

individual to act against his/her will by the use of 

psychological pressure or physical force causing 

bodily injury; force/pressure, oppression, 

harassment, intimidation. 

 thinly-veiled (adjective) – lightly/poorly hidden 

(and so very easily understood). 

 address (verb) – talk to, speak to, give a discourse 

to. 

 world/international/global order (noun) – the 

arrangement of power and authority that provides 

the system for the conduct of diplomacy and world 

politics in relation to the entire world. 

 rule of law (phrase) – it is described as “a principle 

of governance in which all persons, institutions 
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and entities, public and private, including the State 

itself, are accountable to laws that are publicly 

promulgated, equally enforced and independently 

adjudicated, and which are consistent with 

international human rights norms and standards. 

 dig (noun) – cutting remark, outrage, offense, jibe, 

insult, barb, slur, slight, affront, insinuation. 

 compromise (noun) – agreement, understanding, 

settlement, terms. 

 craft (verb) – use/utilize skill in making something. 

 emphasise (verb) – draw attention to, put stress 

on, underscore, highlight. 

 resilient (adjective) – strong, buoyant, adaptable, 

flexible; quick to recover, quick to bounce back. 

 prosperity (noun) – success, welfare, comfort, 

security, well-being, fortune. 

 raison d’être (noun) – responsibility, duty, 

concern. 

 infrastructure (noun) – the basic physical or 

organisational structure for something (to function 

properly). 

 cybersecurity (noun) – the protection of internet-

connected systems, including hardware, software, 

and data from cyber attacks. 

 sustainable (adjective) – reasonable, sensible, 

well-founded (without disturbing the balance of 

nature and then without exhausting all of the 

natural resources). 

 stress (noun) – emphasis, importance, weight, 

insistence. 

 align (verb) – unite, combine, join, team up, band 

together, cooperate. 

 Build Back Better World (B3W) Partnership 

(noun) – US President Joe Biden and his G7 

coounterparts agreed in June, 2021 to launch Build 

Back Better World (B3W) – a values-driven, 

market-led, high-standard, and transparent 

infrastructure partnership to help narrow the $40+ 

trillion infrastructure gap in the developing world 

by 2035. The B3W initiative aims to mobilize 

bilateral and multilateral as well as private-sector 

capital for investment in climate, health and health 

security, modernized digital technology, gender 

equity, and equality. The B3W is intended to be 

global in scope and to cover low- and middle-

income countries. Many interpret the B3W as a 

U.S.-led counterproposal to the Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI) by China. 

 gender parity (noun) – gender equality; It is the 

view that everyone should receive equal 

treatment and not be discriminated against based 

on their gender. 

 envisage (verb) – expect, intend, propose, 

envision, contemplate. 

 catalyse (verb) – to cause/accelerate some 

action/process. 

 cybersecurity (noun) – the protection of internet-

connected systems, including hardware, software, 

and data from cyber attacks. 

 front (noun) – a particular sphere of 

activity/operation. 

 climate change (noun) – a long-term change in the 

Earth’s climate, or of a region on Earth (Courtesy: 

NASA). 

 preparedness (noun) – readiness. 

 marine (adjective) – sea, oceanic, maritime. 

 fellowship (noun) – short-term professional or 

work opportunities at your school or college. 

 scholar (noun) – academic, intellectual, learned 

person, professor, intellect. 

 STEM programme (noun) – It is a curriculum based 

on the idea of educating students in four specific 

disciplines – science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics – in an interdisciplinary and applied 

approach. 

 philanthropic (adjective) – charitable, 

humanitarian, socially concerned. 

 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 

improves immunity to a particular disease. 

 on track (phrase) – on course, on target, on 

schedule. 

 slate (verb) – arrange, plan, schedule. 

 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 

 contemplate (verb) – think about, consider, 

regard. 

 step-up (phrasal verb) – increase, intensify, 

strengthen, augment, escalate, scale up, boost. 

 thematic (adjective) – relating to a particular 

subject. 

 climate ambition (noun) – It represents that 

countries, businesses, investors, cities and regions 

which are working towards achieving net-zero CO2 

emissions by 2050. 

 clean energy (noun) – renewable energy, green 

energy; energy generated from natural resources 

(such as water, wind & solar energy). 

 adaptation (noun) – it refers to adjustments in 

ecological, social, or economic systems in response 

to actual or expected climatic stimuli and their 

effects or impacts. 

 resilience (noun) – the ability to bounce back 

quickly from difficulties; strength of character, 

strength, toughness. 
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 enhanced (adjective) – improved, reinforced, fine-

tuned. 

 net zero emissions/carbon neutrality (noun) – it 

means annual zero net CO2 emissions; Carbon 

neutrality means every ton of anthropogenic 

(human-caused or influenced) CO2 emitted is 

compensated with an equivalent amount of CO2 

removed (e.g. via carbon sink or carbon 

sequestration). 

 caveat (noun) – warning, caution, red flag. 

 instance (noun) – request. 

 task force (noun) – crew, unit, squad (particularly 

created for a task). 

 green-shipping (noun) – a green ship would leave 

the least amount of carbon emissions. “Green 

ship” is a name given to any seagoing vessel that 

contributes towards improving the present 

environmental condition in some way. Green ship 

technology adopts procedures to decrease 

emissions, consume less energy, and be more 

efficient. 

 green (adjective) – environmentally friendly, 

ecologically sound, energy-efficient. 

 as regards (phrase) – concerning, with regard to, 

with respect to, with reference to. 

 slew of (noun) – a large number of, lot, range. 

 consideration (noun) – thought, deliberation, 

contemplation, pondering, scrutiny, analysis, 

review, discussion. 

 supply chain (noun) – a network between a 

company and its suppliers to produce and 

distribute a specific product to the final buyer. 

 advance (noun) – breakthrough, development, 

step forward, finding. 

 artificial intelligence (AI) (noun) – an area of 

computer science that deals with giving machines 

the ability to seem like they have human 

intelligence (Courtesy: VOA Learning English). 

 facet (noun) – aspect, feature, 

characteristic/nuance. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try to 

sort out. 

 pose (verb) – constitute, present, create, cause (a 

problem or danger or risk). 

 pressing (adjective) – urgent, critical, crucial, 

important. 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving long-

term or overall goals. 

 defence (noun) – justification, rationalization, 

vindication, excuse. 

 maritime (adjective) – of or related to the sea. 

 bilateral (adjective) – involving two groups or 

countries. 

 Malabar Exercise (noun) – It is a multilateral naval 

exercise that includes simulated war games and 

combat manoeuvres. It started in 1992 as a 

bilateral exercise between the Indian and US 

navies. Japan joined in 2015. 

 trilateral (adjective) – involving three 

nations/parties/groups. 

 AUKUS (noun) – it is a new trilateral security 

partnership for the Indo-Pacific, between 

Australia, the U.K. and the U.S. The security 

grouping AUKUS will focus on advancing strategic 

interests in the Indo-Pacific region. As part of this, 

Australia will acquire nuclear-powered submarines 

with help from the U.K. and the U.S. 

 orientation (noun) – attitude, inclination, 

direction, intention. 

 Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

(noun) – a regional grouping that promotes 

economic, political, and security cooperation 

among its ten members: Brunei, Cambodia, 

Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. 

 the heart of (phrase) – the most important part of. 

 strategy (noun) – plan of action (in order to 

achieve a more expansive set of political, 

economic, and security interests). 

 come under (phrasal verb) – be subjected to. 

 flexibility (noun) – adaptability, adjustability, 

openness,  changeability, freedom, latitude. 

 interim (adjective) – provisional, temporary, 

intervening, transitional. 

 (get in) on the ground floor (phrase) – to take part 

in something at the very beginning. 

 The Trans-Pacific Strategic Economic Partnership 

(P4) (noun) – The Trans-Pacific Strategic Economic 

Partnership Agreement (TPSEP), also known as P4, 

is a trade agreement between four Pacific Rim 

countries (Brunei Darussalam, Chile, Singapore, 

and New Zealand). It is the first free trade 

agreement linking Asia, the Pacific and the 

Americas. 

 leverage (verb) – use or utilize something to 

maximum advantage. 
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